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(57) ABSTRACT

A telescopic boom (10) suitable for a material handling
vehicle is provided. The boom comprises two telescopic sec-
tions. One end (12a) of an inner tube element (12) is tele-
scopically slideable in one end (14a) of an outer tube element
(14) so that a majority length of the inner tube element can be
received therein. An intermediate element (16) is also pro-
vided, a first end (16a) of which resides within, and is slide-
able in, the outer tube element (14). A second end (165) of the
intermediate element is telescopically slideable in the end
(12a) of the inner tube element (12) that resides inside the
outer tube element. A first stop (20) serves to limit withdrawal
of the first end (16a) of the intermediate element from the
outer tube element (14), whilst a second stop (18) serves to
limit withdrawal of the second end (164) of the intermediate
element from the inner tube element (12). The provision of
the intermediate element (16) allows a reduced overlap
between the telescopic sections (12,14) thus increased reach.

15 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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TELESCOPIC BOOM FOR MATERIAL
HANDLING VEHICLE

The invention relates to telescopic booms which have at
least two telescopic elements. In particularly but not exclu-
sively so, the invention relates to telescopic booms which are
suitable for use on material handling vehicles such as utility
diggers and agricultural telehandlers.

The use of telescopic booms on utility vehicles has been
prevalent for many years. In most cases a single boom (or
arm) comprises two or more nested elements which telescope
with respect to one another allowing the single arm to extend
in length. This allows such utility vehicles to increase their
reach without the need for a cumbersome long arm. Instead
the telescopic nature of the boom allows the arm to collapse to
a manageable length thus enabling easy transport and
improved stability.

Significant loads are often placed upon the telescopic
booms and, when pitched at an angle to the vertical, the load
indices a force with a bending component which can place
considerable stress on weak spots of the boom. In order to
maintain strength in the overall structure, a significant mini-
mum overlap between the telescope elements is provided. In
other words each inner telescopic element is only permitted to
withdraw from its surrounding element by no more than, say,
50% of its total length. This requirement places significant
constraints on the maximum achievable reach for a telescopic
boom with a given number of telescopic elements.

The reach can, of course, be increased by a) increasing the
overall length of the telescopic boom elements and/or b)
increasing the number of nested telescopic elements. The
former carries the disadvantage that the overall assembly is
more cumbersome to transport and does not collapse down to
a short length whereas the latter option suffers from increased
complexity in construction thus making the overall assembly
more expensive and prone to failure.

It is an object of the invention to provide a telescopic boom
with improved reach which does not require longer, nor
indeed more, telescopic elements.

In accordance with the invention there is provided a tele-
scopic boom for a material handling vehicle, the boom com-
prising an inner tube element, one end of which is telescopi-
cally slideable in one end of an outer tube element so that a
majority length of the inner tube element can be received
therein, and an intermediate element, a first end of which
resides within, and is slideable in, the outer tube element and
a second end, opposite the first end, being telescopically
slideable in the end of the inner tube element that resides
inside the outer tube element, a first stop to limit withdrawal
of'the firstend of the intermediate element from the outer tube
element, and a second stop to limit withdrawal of the second
end of the intermediate element from the inner tube element.
The intermediate element provides increased support
between the outer and inner tube elements which allows for
reduced overlap therebetween and thus providing increased
boom extension. Therefore, the reach of a twin element tele-
scopic boom is improved without increasing the overall
length thereof and without the need for further (externally
exposed) telescopic elements.

By placing the intermediate element inside the inner tube
element any external bending force is transmitted via the
intermediate element from the inside of the inner tube ele-
ment to the inside of the outer tube element.

In a preferred arrangement the first stop is fixed to the
inside of the outer tube element and the intermediate element
comprises first limitation means which acts upon the first stop
at maximum permitted withdrawal, the first stop being dis-
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2

posed clear of the inner tube element when slid into the outer
tube element. The first stop restricts the extent to which the
intermediate element can slide from the outer tube element
without interfering with the nesting of the inner tube element
inside the outer tube element. The first limitation means may
comprise a plunger having a wider diameter than the inner
tube element, the plunger being affixed to the first end of the
intermediate element. Therefore, upon extension of the
boom, withdrawal of the intermediate element is restricted by
the plunger acting upon the first stop.

In an alternative arrangement the first stop may be fixed to
the intermediate element and first limitation means may be
associated with the outer tube element. For example, the first
end of the intermediate element may have fixed thereto a
collar which surrounds concentrically part of the intermediate
element and has a diameter sufficient to accept the end of the
inner tube element which resides inside the outer tube ele-
ment. In this case the collar may act upon an end wall of the
outer tube element to restrict withdrawal of the intermediate
element therefrom. In any case, the first stop and the first
limitation means act in conjunction with one another to limit
withdrawal of the intermediate element from the outer tube
element.

The second stop may be fixed to the intermediate element
and the inner tube element may have associated therewith
second limitation means which acts upon the second stop at
maximum permitted withdrawal. The second stop may sim-
ply comprise a protrusion fixed to the intermediate element
which acts upon the end wall of the inner tube element which
resides inside the outer tube element.

Advantageously, as described above the intermediate ele-
ment provides increased support between the inner and outer
tube elements to counter bending forces placed thereupon. In
a preferred arrangement the first stop is positioned so as to
allow at least 40% of the length of the intermediate element to
be withdrawn from the outer tube element. Preferably further
still the second stop is positioned to allow at least 40% of the
length of the intermediate element to be withdrawn from the
inner tube element. In both cases the invention permits
increased extension of the overall telescopic boom thus
improving the reach thereof. For example, the stops and limi-
tation means may be arranged to permit at least 90% of the
length of the inner tube element to be withdrawn from the
outer tube element.

The telescopic boom in accordance with the invention is
preferably provided with telescopic elements formed of rect-
angular hollow structural sections. However it will be appre-
ciated that other materials may be used such as circular hol-
low structural sections. Moreover, the outer and inner tube
elements may be formed of a different shaped section to that
of the intermediate element.

The telescopic boom in accordance with the invention may
be employed in a telescopic boom assembly which also
includes a hydraulic cylinder having one end fixed relative to
the outer tube element and the other end fixed relative to the
inner tube element, the cylinder serving to extend and retract
the telescopic boom. The intermediate element does not form
a separate telescopic element and serves simply to provide
support between the inner and outer tube elements. Therefore
the inventive telescopic boom can be employed in known
assemblies and, as such, the hydraulic cylinders employed to
control extension thereof can simply be connected between
the two telescopic elements. In a preferred arrangement the
hydraulic cylinder is located inside the telescopic boom.

Although not limited to such the telescopic boom in accor-
dance with the invention is particularly advantageous when
applied on material handling vehicles such as agricultural
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telehandlers and plant machinery. In this case one end of the
telescopic boom is fixed relative to the chassis whilst the other
end of the telescopic boom is fixed relative to a material
handling attachment such as a grain bucket or manure fork.

Further advantages of the invention will become apparent
from reading the following description of specific embodi-
ments with reference to the appended drawings in which:

FIGS. 1(a), 1(b), 1(c) and 1(d) schematically show a tele-
scopic boom in accordance with one embodiment of the
invention at different stages of extension and retraction;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a telescopic boom in accor-
dance with one embodiment of the invention showing also a
grain bucket;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a central vertical section
taken through the telescopic boom shown in FIG. 2 in a fully
retracted position;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the vertical cross section
shown in FIG. 3 showing the telescopic boom in a partially
extended position, and

FIG. 5 shows a perspective view of the cross section of FIG.
3 showing the telescopic boom in a fully extended position.

Before describing the constructional details of a specific
embodiment the general principle underlying the operation of
a telescopic boom in accordance with the invention will be
described with reference to FIGS. 1a to d. The telescopic
boom 10 shown in FIG. 1 comprises an inner tube element 12
and an outer tube element 14. A first end 124 of the inner tube
element 12 is telescopically slideable in a first end 14a of the
outer tube element so that a majority length of the inner tube
element 12 can be received therein as shown in FIG. 1a. The
inner tube element 12 slides with respect to the outer tube
element 14 inside circumferential sliding bearing 15 which is
positioned in an end wall at the first end 14a of the outer tube
element 14. Represented by arrow F in FIG. 1 an external
force is applied, typically by a hydraulic cylinder, to withdraw
the inner tube element 12 from the outer tube element 14 in a
telescoping manner.

In accordance with the invention an intermediate element
16 is provided to strengthen the connection between the inner
tube element 12 and the outer tube element 14 when
extended. The intermediate element 16 is elongate in shape
and a first end 16a of which resides within, and is slideable in,
the outer tube element 14. A second end 165 of the interme-
diate element 16 is telescopically slideable in the first end 12a
of the inner tube element 12. A circumferential sliding bear-
ing 17 is provided in the end wall of first end 124 of inner tube
member 12 to permit sliding of the intermediate member 16
and to support a load upon extension of the boom 10.

At minimum extension (or full retraction) the majority of
the length of inner tube element 12 is stowed inside outer tube
element 14 as shown in FIG. 1a. As the external force is
applied to withdraw inner tube element 12 from outer tube
element 14 (thus extending the overall boom 10), the inner
tube element 12 slides along sliding bearing 15 whilst the
intermediate element 16 slides through sliding bearing 17. In
effect the intermediate element 16 remains stationary with
respect to the outer tube element 14 whilst the inner tube
element 12 withdraws from the outer tube element 14. This
extension continues until an inner stop 18, disposed on the
intermediate element 16, comes in to contact with end wall
124 of inner tube element 12 as shown in FIG. 15.

A continuation of the applied external extending force F
causes the intermediate element 16 to be withdrawn from the
outer tube element 14. An outer stop 20 disposed on the inside
of the outer tube element 14 eventually comes into contact
with a plunger 22 which is fixed to the first end 16a of the
intermediate element 16 (FIG. 1¢). At this stage over 90% of

20

25

40

45

55

4

the length of the inner tube element 12 is withdrawn from the
outer tube element 14. In accordance with the invention the
intermediate element 16 provides structural support against
bending forces exerted upon the telescopic boom 10.

A reverse action of the extending force F causes the inner
tube member 12 to retract into the outer tube element 14. As
shown in FIG. 1d upon retraction from the full extension
(shown in FIG. 1¢) the inner tube member 12 slides relative to
both the outer tube element 14 and intermediate element 16
utilizing sliding bearings 15 and 17. When the first end wall
124 of inner tube element 12 comes into contact with plunger
22 the intermediate element 16 is also carried into the outer
tube element 14.

It should be appreciated that the above described operation
is only an example and the floating nature of the intermediate
element 16 means that, at any intermediate extension, the
intermediate element is free to slide within the limitations of
inner stop 18 and outer stop 20. The sliding bearing offering
the lowest frictional resistance will typically be the first to
slide thus determining the movement of the intermediate
member 16.

Turning to the specific construction of an embodiment of
the invention FIGS. 2 to 5 show a telescopic boom 10 having
an inner tube element 12 and outer tube element 14. The
telescopic boom 10 lends itself particularly well to material
handling vehicles and, as such, FIG. 2 shows a grain bucket
100 for attachment to one end of the telescopic boom 10 in an
example application. Staying with FIG. 2 the end of tele-
scopic boom 10 remote the attachment 100 is pivotally
attached to the chassis (not shown) of a material handling
vehicle so as to pivot around axis X. It should be appreciated
that the inventive telescopic boom is not limited to application
and material handling vehicles and may be used in multitude
of other applications. Although not shown in FIG. 2 a hydrau-
lic lift cylinder may be connected between the outer tube
element 14 and the chassis of the associated vehicle so as to
control lifting and lowering of the telescopic boom 10 around
axis X. At the other end of telescopic boom 10 the chosen
attachment 100 is secured to inner tube element 12 via a
linkage assembly 110 as illustrated in simplified form in FIG.
2.

Turning to the construction of telescopic boom 10 FIG. 3
shows a vertical section therethrough when the fully retracted
position. The inner tube element 12 and outer tube element 14
are constructed from rectangular hollow structural sections
formed of steel or other similar material. Likewise the inter-
mediate element 16 is formed of length of rectangular hollow
structural section.

Sliding bearing 15 provides sliding engagement between
the outside of inner tube element 12 and the inside of outer
tube element 14 and is located near the end wall 14a of outer
tube element 14. Likewise, sliding bearing 17 is provided at a
first end 12a of inner tube element 12 to allow the relative
sliding motion of intermediate element 16.

A hydraulic cylinder 30 is connected between first pivotal
joint 32 centred on axis X and second pivotal joint 34 fixed
relative to inner tube element 12. The hydraulic cylinder 30
resides wholly within the telescopic boom 10 out of sight. The
application of pressurised fluid to the cylinder 30 is controlled
via attached pipes (not shown) and which serves to extend and
retract a piston rod 38 inside the hydraulic cylinder 30. This
creates the desired force to slide the inner tube element 12
relative to the outer tube element 14.

Following the principles described above the inner tube
element 12 extends from a fully retracted position as shown in
FIG. 3, through an intermediate position, as shown by way of
example in FIG. 4, to a fully extended position as shown in
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FIG. 5. The intermediate element 16 slides with respect to the
inner tube element 12 and the outer element 14 depending on
the sliding bearing offering minimum resistance up to a point
where inner stop 18 and outer stop 20 limit the sliding move-
ment thereof.

As can be seen from FIG. 5 the inner tube element 12 is
almost fully retracted from the length of outer tube element 12
whilst the intermediate element 16 provides support from the
inside against bending forces upon the length of the boom 10.

Although a “two-section’ telescopic boom is described, the
invention is equally applicable to a three- (or more) section
boom. In this case, an intermediate element in accordance
with the invention may be provided between the first and
second tube elements whilst a conventional telescoping
mechanism may exist between the second and third tube
elements. Alternatively, respective intermediate elements
may be associated with both overlapping connections.

In summary, there is provided a telescopic boom suitable
for a material handling vehicle. The boom comprises two
telescopic sections. One end of an inner tube element is
telescopically slideable in one end of an outer tube element so
that a majority length of the inner tube element can be
received therein. An intermediate element is also provided, a
first end of which resides within, and is slideable in, the outer
tube element. A second end of the intermediate element is
telescopically slideable in the end of the inner tube element
that resides inside the outer tube element A first stop serves to
limit withdrawal of the first end of the intermediate element
from the outer tube element, whilst a second stop serves to
limit withdrawal of the second end of the intermediate ele-
ment from the inner tube element. The provision of the inter-
mediate element allows a reduced overlap between the tele-
scopic sections thus increased reach.

The invention claimed is:

1. A telescopic boom assembly comprising a telescopic
boom for a material handling vehicle, the boom comprising
an inner tube element, one end of which is telescopically
slideable in one end of an outer tube element so that a majority
length of the inner tube element can be received therein, and
an intermediate element, a first end of which resides within,
and is slideable in, the outer tube element and a second end,
opposite the first end, being telescopically slideable in the end
of the inner tube element that resides inside the outer tube
element, a first stop to limit withdrawal of the first end of the
intermediate element from the outer tube element, and a
second stop to limit withdrawal of the second end of the
intermediate element from the inner tube element, the tele-
scopic boom assembly further comprising a hydraulic cylin-
der having one end fixed relative to the outer tube element and
the other end fixed relative to the inner tube element, the
cylinder serving to extend and retract the telescopic boom,
wherein the intermediate element provides increased struc-
tural support against bending forces between the outer and
inner tube elements, allowing for reduced overlap between
the outer and inner tube elements providing increased boom
extension.

2. The telescopic boom assembly according to claim 1,
wherein the first stop is fixed to the inside of the outer tube
element and the intermediate element comprises first limita-
tion means which acts upon the first stop at maximum per-
mitted withdrawal, the first stop being disposed clear of the
inner tube element when slid into the outer tube element.

3. The telescopic boom assembly according to claim 2,
wherein the first limitation means comprises a plunger having
a wider diameter than the inner tube element, the plunger
affixed to the first end of the intermediate element.
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4. The telescopic boom assembly according to claim 1,
wherein the second stop is fixed to the intermediate element
and the inner tube element comprises second limitation
means which acts upon the second stop at maximum permit-
ted withdrawal.

5. The telescopic boom assembly according to claim 4,
wherein the second limitation means is provided by an end
wall of the inner tube element that resides inside the outer
tube element.

6. The telescopic boom assembly according to claim 1,
wherein the first stop allows at least forty percent of the length
of the intermediate element to be withdrawn from the outer
tube element.

7. The telescopic boom assembly according to claim 1,
wherein the second stop allows at least forty percent of the
length of the intermediate element to be withdrawn from the
inner tube element.

8. The telescopic boom assembly according to claim 1,
wherein at least ninety percent of the length of the inner tube
element can be withdrawn from the outer tube element.

9. The telescopic boom assembly according to claim 1,
wherein at least one of the outer tube element, inner tube
element and intermediate element comprises a rectangular
hollow structural section.

10. The telescopic boom assembly according to claim 1,
wherein the hydraulic cylinder is not directly connected to the
intermediate element.

11. The telescopic boom assembly according to claim 1,
wherein the hydraulic cylinder has one end connected to the
outer tube element and/or the other end connected to the inner
tube element.

12. The telescopic boom assembly according to claim 1,
wherein the hydraulic cylinder is located inside the telescopic
boom.

13. The material handling vehicle comprising the tele-
scopic boom assembly according to claim 1, wherein one end
of the telescopic boom is fixed relative to a chassis, and the
other end of the telescopic boom is fixed relative to a material
handling attachment.

14. A telescopic boom for a material handling vehicle, the
boom comprising an inner tube element, one end of which is
telescopically slideable in one end of an outer tube element so
that a majority length of the inner tube element can be
received therein, and an intermediate element, a first end of
which resides within, and is slideable in, the outer tube ele-
ment and a second end, opposite the first end, being telescopi-
cally slideable in the end of the inner tube element that resides
inside the outer tube element, a first stop to limit withdrawal
of'the firstend of the intermediate element from the outer tube
element, and a second stop to limit withdrawal of the second
end of the intermediate element from the inner tube element,

wherein the first stop is fixed to the inside of the outer tube

element and the intermediate element comprises first
limitation means which acts upon the first stop at maxi-
mum permitted withdrawal, the first stop being disposed
clear of the inner tube element when slid into the outer
tube element,

wherein the first limitation means comprises a plunger

having a wider diameter than the inner tube element, the
plunger affixed to the first end of the intermediate ele-
ment.

15. A telescopic boom for a material handling vehicle, the
boom comprising an inner tube element, one end of which is
telescopically slideable in one end of an outer tube element so
that a majority length of the inner tube element can be
received therein, and an intermediate element, a first end of
which resides within, and is slideable in, the outer tube ele-
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ment and a second end, opposite the first end, being telescopi-
cally slideable in the end of the inner tube element that resides
inside the outer tube element, a first stop to limit withdrawal
of'the firstend of the intermediate element from the outer tube
element, and a second stop to limit withdrawal of the second 5
end of the intermediate element from the inner tube element,
wherein the second stop is fixed to the intermediate ele-
ment and the inner tube element comprises a second
limitation means which acts upon the second stop at
maximum permitted withdrawal, 10
wherein the second limitation means is provided by an end
wall of the inner tube element that resides inside the
outer tube element.
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